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Abstracts
Josh Malihabadi stands as one of the most powerful and dynamic voices of
revolutionary poetry in the Subcontinent. His poetic temperament is marked
by intensity, courage, and defiance, reflecting the turbulent political and social
conditions of his time. During the freedom movement and the struggle that
eventually led to the creation of Pakistan, his poetry emerged as a forceful
expression of resistance, awakening national consciousness and inspiring
collective action. His verses, charged with emotional strength and ideological
clarity, resonated widely and became symbols of rebellion against oppression.
The essence of Josh Malihabadi’s poetry lies in its strong national spirit. He
skillfully integrates themes of patriotism with vivid imagery drawn from
nature, using natural symbols to reinforce ideas of freedom, strength, and
renewal. Alongside this, he addresses the socio-economic hardships endured
by the masses, giving voice to their pain, aspirations, and determination.
Despite highlighting suffering and injustice, his poetry does not succumb to
despair; rather, it consistently projects hope, resilience, and faith in a better
and more dignified future.
Josh’s revolutionary vision extended beyond mere protest. His poetic style,
marked by powerful diction, rhythmic force, and intellectual depth, set new
standards for national and revolutionary expression in Urdu poetry. As a
result, his influence was not limited to his contemporaries alone. Subsequent
generations of poets drew inspiration from his bold thematic choices and
expressive strength. Consequently, Josh Malihabadi’s poetry occupies a
lasting place in literary history as a vital source of nationalist consciousness,
revolutionary thought, and artistic resistance.
Keywords: Nationalism, Revolutionary Poetry, Josh Malihabadi, Freedom
Movement, Patriotism, Socio-Economic Challenges, Hope, Resistance
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