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Abstracts
Akbar Alahabadi holds a distinguished place among the major classical poets

and intellectual figures of the Subcontinent due to the depth, insight, and
critical awareness reflected in his poetry. He was not merely a satirist who
employed humor for entertainment; rather, he was a perceptive thinker who
closely examined the realities of his age. His poetic vision encompasses a
wide range of concerns, including political domination, social transformation,
cultural dislocation, educational trends, economic pressures, and moral as well
as religious decline.During the colonial period, a large segment of Indian
Muslim society began to adopt Western lifestyles, values, and educational
models uncritically. This tendency, in Akbar Alahabadi’s view, threatened
Islamic identity, ethical stability, and indigenous cultural traditions. Through
sharp satire and subtle irony, he challenged this blind imitation and exposed
the internal contradictions and moral shortcomings of Western civilization. At
the same time, he emphasized that Islam provides a holistic and balanced
framework capable of addressing human needs in all spheres of life.Akbar
Alahabadi’s poetry reveals social hypocrisy, moral erosion, intellectual
confusion, and cultural alienation within Muslim society, presenting these
issues in a manner that provokes reflection rather than mere ridicule. His
satirical style serves a reformative purpose, aiming to protect moral values,
discourage vulgarity, and resist cultural domination. Moreover, he offers
thoughtful and practical perspectives on social, educational, psychological,
and economic problems, which enhance the lasting relevance of his work.
Consequently, his poetry stands as a strong expression of contemporary
consciousness and an intellectual resistance to cultural and ideological
subjugation.
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