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Abstract 

Vocabulary maintenance in long-term memory among EFL learners is a 

sustained challenge, often relying on rote memorization and random lists of 

English terms that do not improve  academic writing. This study is based on a 

tagged corpus of Dawn opinion articles for vocabulary development and 

writing improvement at the secondary level. The main objective of this study 

is to provide participants with contexual information about lexical items 

through a frequency list of common nouns. A mixed-method approach was 

used, and opinion articles comprising 1,481,863 tokens, published by various 

authors from 2013 to 2026, were selected as the data sources. Twenty 

beginner-level EFL learners from Sahiwal participated in a pre-test and post-

test with the help of a questionnaire and data were analyzed in SPSS software. 

After conducting tests with an experimental group using corpus-based 

vocabulary learning (new method) and a control group using Dawn vocabulary 

learning (traditional method), the control group also completed another post-

test after learning the vocabulary from the corpus-based frequency list of 

nouns. The findings indicated significant improvement from pre-test to post-

test, increased average scores, and high learner vocabulary satisfaction with 

the help of the contextualized noun list. Moreover, the frequency list 

effectively strengthened vocabulary retention through the use of AntConc and 

TagAnt and provided engaging learning experiences in the EFL context. 

Future research should involve more diverse and larger participant groups, 

extend the duration of teaching, and include other grammatical aspects to 

enable learners to write essays or paragraphs and develop proficiency in 

English writing. 

Keywords: Corpus-based learning, Vocabulary Development, Academic 

Writing, EFL learners, Long-Term Retention, Secondary-level learners 
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Introduction: 

Based on the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR), 88% of secondary 

school learners in Pakistan are the basic users (A1–A2) of English, while only 12% reach the 

(B1) proficiency level, indicating an overall low level of English proficiency. In Pakistan, 

people mainly use their native languages; however, English language is necessary in 

education, business, social interaction, and International meetings. In EFL education the four 

language skills are the areas in which the learners are engaged: listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. Today, successful communication is essential in every profession and in 

academic writing because it provides clarity and confidence and according to Vygotsky's 

sociocultural theory which states that a second language develops through social interaction. 

Therefore, Vygotsky describes writing as a social process instead of cognitive act. (A teacher 

guides a pupil through the writing process in educational institutions within (ZPD) the Zone 

of Proximal Development). As a result, strong writing skills promote effective 

communication in educational and professional institutions. Therefore, learners need to 

develop strong writing skills to communicate effectively in written form within their 

academic disciplines (Birhan, 2018). Recognizing the importance of writing, many recent 

studies have focused on investigating this skill (Crosthwaite, Storch, & Derakhshan, 2020; 

Lee, 2020; Yu, Xu, Jiang, & Chan). Although learners face many challenges in developing 

foreign-language writing skills, newspapers provide an effective resource for improving these 

skills. Historically, Europe introduced the printing press in the fifteenth century, and Germany 

published the first official weekly newspapers in 1605. The industrial revolution and the 

penny press spread newspapers to other countries. Therefore, in 17th-century England, men 

discussed local and European news in coffeehouses. By the early nighteenth century, 

newspapers expanded to the American colonies, Asia (Hicky's Bengal Gazette, 1780), and the 

Middle East. In 1941, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan,  founded the first 

English newspaper Dawn in Pakistan, a country in South Asia. The difficulty that students 

encounter in language development is one of the formal academic writing abilities, since they 

don't have the ability to use contextually appropriate vocabulary for specific topics. Due to 

the formal, serious, and accurate word choices of the Dawn newspaper, it is very popular 

among English learners, who use it with AntConc to improve their English vocabulary. 

Research conducted by Siddiq et al. (2021) and Sinturat et al. (2022) suggests that corpus-

based tools make significant contributions in vocabulary acquisition in terms of 

understanding word meaning in various contexts and retaining vocabulary in long term 

memory. By traditional method of learning lexis from Dawn articles, students face difficulty 

in mastering a native-like English vocabulary. Therefore, learners need a modern method to 

learn English by developing a corpus, which means a collection of digitally stored texts. For 

this purpose, this study selects digital texts from Dawn opinion columns  published on the 

Dawn website from 2013 to 2026. These data show how writers use words in different 

contexts across multiple Dawn articles and provide a better understanding of vocabulary 

development because the learners study a frequency list of nouns rather than less frequent 
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words. Moreover, this method reduces learner’s time and costs compared with purchasing  

newspapers and reading the articles manually. Furthermore, this approach helps non-native 

speakers become proficient in their target language. Despite its importance, the Dawn 

newspaper deserves detailed academic investigation. 

Statement of the Problem: 

Newspapers not only highlight societal and political issues but also provide 

vocabulary knowledge for academic writing. At the secondary level in Sahiwal, students face 

difficulties because they are unable to comprehend lexical items, and this limited vocabulary 

hinders the development of English language proficiency. The primary concern of this 

research is to determine how learners develop vocabulary from the Dawn newspaper through 

a frequency list of nouns using “AntConc and TagAnt.” These innovative approaches enhance 

learners' writing skills and enrich their vocabulary by introducing the words that Dawn 

writers use in their articles. 

Questions: 

1. How can a corpus provide better opportunities for English language learning than the 

traditional method of learning vocabulary from newspapers? 

2. How does the noun frequency list of the Dawn newspaper help Pakistani EFL learners 

develop native-speaker-like English? 

3. What is the impact of tagged contextualized vocabulary on improving the vocabulary of 

secondary-level learners? 

Objectives: 

1. To identify how different writers contextualize words in the Dawn newspaper's opinion 

section. 

2. To examine the use and effectiveness of high-frequency lexical items in developing EFL 

learners’ vocabulary. 

3. To investigate the improvement in academic writing among secondary-level learners 

through the implementation of a high-frequency word list. 

Literature Review: 

Many researchers have argued that vocabulary knowledge is significant for assessing 

the quality of second language writing (Csomay & Prades, 2018), reading (Qian, 1999), 

listening (Stæhr, 2009; Zhang & Graham, 2020), and speaking (Alharthi, 2020; Lailiyah & 

Setiyaningsih, 2020). To address this challenge, several researchers’ publishers published 

corpus-based studies for EFL learners because the traditional method of teaching vocabulary 

through words meanings and translation from texts posed a major challenge for non-native 

learners. Firstly, Fauzi and Surandi (2018) proposed a Computer-Based Corpus Approach to 

teach tourism vocabulary to fourth semester Diploma 3 students instead of  the traditional 
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method of learning vocabulary from textbooks. Secondly, there are four languages that have 

academic vocabulary lists developed by Ahsanddin, Hanafi, Basthomi, Taufiqurrahman, A. 

Bukhori, Samodra, Widiati, and H. Wijayati (2022). They identified the five sub-corpora in 

this research, which are Indonesian, English, German, Arabic and art and design. The 

researchers primarily aimed to develop a field-related and high-frequency vocabulary. Similar 

to the previous study, this research also showed positive results on learners’ vocabulary 

development. Thirdly, UÇAR and YÜKSELİR (2015) analyzed the corpus-based activities 

which affected verb-noun collocations in EFL classes. The researchers took the main course 

book Speak Out of Intermediate and COCA for the experimental group of the preparatory 

class students of school of foreign languages, and used the same textbook without a corpus as 

the control group. This study also states that learners’ vocabulary improved. The above 

mentioned studies involved a limited number of participants and they collected data from text 

books that provide fixed expressions. By using these fixed expressions, learners cannot learn 

vocabulary in real-life contexts which hinders their progress in writing. To resolve this 

problem, researchers apply the corpus approach to newspapers, where word variation 

emerges daily. 

To begin with, Bibi, Fatima and Qureshi (2024) investigated the impact of a 

frequency list of vocabulary items on EFL learners. They found, from using higher secondary 

textbooks of Punjab as a source of Pakistani English, that the experimental group's 

vocabulary was significantly higher than the control group (traditional group) that learned the 

English language in the traditional way. Subsequently, Akhtar, Anwar and Qureshi (2019) 

compiled a Pakistani English corpus from multiple sources at the secondary level. The 

researchers compiled the dataset from Dawn, Daily Times, The News, and business 

recordings. Over a one-month period in 2018, the researchers assembled these data from 

different domains, including legal, educational, administrative, judicial and religious fields. 

The findings indicated that learners achieved better language proficiency through the corpus-

based approach. Next, Qureshi and Haidov (2020) collected Pakistani and English 

newspapers and developed various corpus-based collocations that helped learners use 

language  in real-life settings. Such language learning helped EFL learners improve their 

creative writing. Finally, Sabiri, Iqbal, Batool, Abubaker, and Zafar (2022) studied a corpus 

of prepositional phrases and collected data from Dawn newspaper editorials. Notably, 

AntConc identidfied combinations of prepositional phrases that formed complete sentences 

both semantically and syntactically. Overall, all these studies illustrate the importance of 

vocabulary; however, these studies focused on developing academic writing, there is still a 

need for research that helps learners develop both  vocabulary and writing skills. This 

research focuses on opinion sections in which Pakistani writers express their own views on 

educational, economical, environmental, technological, and political issues. In the Dawn 

newspaper,  opinion articles cover a wider range of topics than editorials, and many students 

also learn from this newspaper because its writers use formal academic language  that 

facilitates learners preparation for competitive examinations. One of the major written 
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competitive examinations is the Central Superior Services (CSS) carried out by the Federal 

Public Service Commission (FPSC). Through this exam, successful candidates become 

Grade-17 officers in Pakistan and serve the  public. Because many researchers and teachers  

highly recommend the Dawn newspaper for writing, corpus-based research using a noun-

frequency list is more beneficial as it assists participants to learn high-frequency lexical items 

that writers frequently use in daily life and in formal writing rather than low-frequency words 

which are difficult to memorize. Thus, this study aims to facilitate secondary-level learners in 

Pakistan because students have limited familiarity with lexical items during primary 

education. At the secondary level students can learn and use vocabulary more effectively than 

primary-level students. Primary-level learners usually focus on basic tenses and spellings, so 

they cannot use lexical bundles in context. In contrast, secondary-level learners develop their 

vocabulary from informal to formal diction. 

Theoretical Framework: 

The theoretical framework is based on the receptive and productive categories that 

Paul Nation (2001) proposes. These two categories are interrelated and support  language 

proficiency. Through these two categories, learners can comprehend vocabulary (receptive 

skills) and express themselves in writing. Nation also proposes four strands of language 

learning: meaning-focused input, which includes reading and listening; meaning-focused 

output, in which learners produce language from what they have learned through writing and 

speaking; language-focused learning, which includes learners’ concentration on grammar, 

vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation; and fluency development, in which learners practice 

the language fluently. He also proposes that learners can achieve 80 percent understanding of 

a language after they acquire 2,000 high-frequency words. This theory is relevant to the 

present study because vocabulary comprehension (receptive) through newspapers and the 

application of vocabulary (productive use) in writing activities are closely connected. In 

addition, all four strands of language learning provide an appropriate foundation for 

vocabulary development. 

Methodology 

Research Design: 

This research utilized a mixed-method design to analyze the linguistic choices in the 

Dawn newspaper because it combined the strengths of both qualitative and quantitative 

research. The research used pre-tests and post-tests to collect the quantitative data for 

measuring learners' vocabulary improvement whereas the qualitative data provided a deeper 

interpretation of newspaper language in its context. The research design consisted of two 

groups: a control and an experimental group. This research conducted the pre-test to assess 

the existing English language knowledge of both groups. Correspondingly, this research 

conducted the post-test for both groups to examine the difference in learning lexical bundles. 

By including a sample of 20 students, the control group obtained instructions through the 

conventional method of learning vocabulary of Dawn opinion-section whereas the 
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experimental group obtained instructions through the innovative method of corpus-based 

vocabulary approach at Ali City High School, Sahiwal District. Baker (2023) argued that the 

corpus-based approach allowed researchers to identify textual patterns and treat language as 

self-contained objects. To develop the corpus, this research selected multiple opinion articles 

from Dawn archive and tagged them with TagAnt. TagAnt provided parts-of-speech tags for 

each tokens in the articles. The study used a list of 500 nouns from the corpus through the key 

word in context (KWIC) feature to improve the noun vocabulary of the experimental group. 

Ethical Consideration: 

After tests, it was unethical to leave the control group without providing technological 

learning. Therefore, this research taught the same list of nouns to the control group used with 

the experimental group, as presented below in figure 1: 

Figure 1: The list of contextual nouns 

The above data is extracted from AntConc after being part-of-speech tagged by 

TagAnt. It explained the context of nouns in KWIC feature with the name of authors (in the 

file column as a source) that helped in finding the particular article of the author from which 

the noun selected among participants. The display presented the selected nouns, as well as the 

linguistic context on the left and right in the articles from Dawn opinion. The hit column was 

followed by the NN words in the form of 'tagged nouns' that were used to indicate the 

position. Therefore, the contextual sentences facilitated learners to explore the usage of nouns 

in their authentic sentences, and helped them to gain a clearer understanding of the meaning 

and usage of the grammatical position of nouns in academic writing. 



Scholar Insight Journal                             HEC PAKISTAN Y Category                                                                           
https://scholarinsightjournal.com/                                        ONLINE - ISSN- 3006-9785             
Volume.4, Issue.2 (April-June-2026)                                    PRINT - ISSN- 3007-245X 
Acceptance Date: 06-04-2026                                                       Publication Date: 16-06-2026 

 

© 2026 Ayesha Wakeel                                    181 EN 

  

Data Collection: 

From 2013 to 2026, this research collected multiple articles written by different 

authors and pasted in notepad to save them in text format. To avoid bais, the study placed 

each text in a separate folder according to the author’s name and publication year.  

Furthermore, two manual checks verified all files to avoid duplication and remove 

unnecessary information. The corpus incorporated, in figure 2, all the collected data and 

comprised 1481863 tokens, which were sufficient for learning corpus-based vocabulary at 

secondary level.  

  

Figure 2: Total tokens of  this research corpus 

Although small-scale corpora for pilot studies  often ranged from 2,000 to 5,000 

words (Evans, 2007), studies on lexical bundles and corpus linguistics generally used corpora 

containing at least 100,000 tokens to conduct  meaningful frequency analysis (Biber et al., 

1999; McEnery & Hardie, 2011). Firstly, the data as given below in figure 3 used  that was 

barrier for learners to comprehend vocabulary because the AntConc data collected without 

pos-tagging from TagAnt. 
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Figure 3: Data without pos-tagging 

In the above figure the word "Fight" in KWIC was a great challenge to use in an 

academic writing. To facilitate participants’ understanding of the texts, TagAnt provided 

tagged data because, without tagging, respondents found it difficult to identify nouns in 

newspaper articles. 

After the vocabulary instruction, the current study examined to understand learners’ 

experiences with the corpus-based vocabulary teaching approach using the newspaper. To 

verify participants' satisfaction and learning from corpus-based vocabulary approach, Google 

Forms served as a platform for the online questionnaire, which consisted of 15 questions with 

5 response options: strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, and strongly disagree. 

Data Analysis: 

SPSS software analyzed the data and demonstrated learners' responses before and 

after learning through the corpus. The graph 1 indicated that the post-test improved results 

than the pre-test results. Correspondingly, the good, normal, and bad categories in the graph 

were based on high, average, and low scores out of 20. 
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Graph 1: Improvement in a post-test result 

After the post-test, the study shared an online questionnaire link in the WhatsApp 

group to collect students’ feedback of corpus-based vocabulary learning and teaching. To 

check the responses of learners’ vocabulary, an histogram graph, graph 2, generated from the 

SPSS software. 

 

Graph 2: An histogram graph 
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In the histogram, the X-axis ranged from approximately 2.4 to 4.4 demonstrated the 

learners’ responses to the noun frequency list. Most students responded between 3.5 and 3.8, 

evidencing that many participants learned greater vocabulary from the tagged corpus. Only a 

few students scored below 3.0, which illustrated the overall vocabulary improvement among 

EFL learners. Moreover, using descriptive statistics, this study involved measuring the mean 

and the standard deviation, mentioned below in table 1, of the corpus-based vocabulary as 

well as participants' vocabulary satisfaction based on the questionnaire responses of 20 

students.   

Table 1: Mean and Standard deviations 

The mean value of the Vocabulary Satisfaction was 3.44 (SD = 0.39), whereas the 

mean value of Vocabulary was 3.35 (SD = 0.46). On the five-point Likert scale, both mean 

values were above 3.00, indicating that students gave from neutral to positive regarding 

vocabulary learning and vocabulary satisfaction. The standard deviations for vocabulary and 

vocabulary satisfaction were 0.45826 and 0.39256, respectively, indicating high consistency 

and low variability of respondents' responses. 

Discussion:  

The results of this study reveal that the collected corpus refined EFL learning, and the 

Dawn noun-frequency list is effective for the experimental group in developing a native-

speaker-like English. The control group’s results from the traditional vocabulary learning  

method show that the tagged contextualized vocabulary is essential for vocabulary 

development at the secondary level. 

This study has some limitations. First, this study focuses only on a list of nouns while 

it excludes other parts of speech because participants concentrate more on school 

examination than extra curriculum activities. Second, this study applies the intervention to a 

specific sample. Therefore, the results are not applicable to the entire population. Third, the 

intervention period is too short for EFL learners to make them enable to write an essay. 
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However, the SPSS analysis shows that the results are stable. This is because the authenticity 

and validity of the Pakistani English Corpus strengthens the findings.  

A major strength of this study is that it collects data from an authentic language 

source, a Pakistani English newspaper, instead of relying on a separate list of English words 

to which a corpus-based approach is not applicable. Another valuable finding is that the noun 

frequency list proves meaningful for academic Writing, as the Vocabulary Satisfaction 

analysis highlights. Additionally, the descriptive analysis of the cross tabulation, in table 2, 

shows that all students participated in the questionnaire.  

Table 2: Cross tabulation  

The rows represent vocabulary scores, while the columns respresent vocabulary 

satisfaction scores.  Most participants obtained vocabulary scores ranging from moderate to 

high (3.20 to 3.80), with 4 participants (20%) in each score category, while 3.00 and 3.20 

were reported by 3 participants (15%). Similarly, the most frequent vocabulary satisfaction 

score was 3.40, reported by 6 participants (30%), followed by a score of 3.20, reported by 5 

participants (25%). Participants with higher vocabulary scores generally reported higher 

vocabulary satisfaction, whereas those with low vocabulary scores showed low vocabulary 

satisfaction. Overall, the positive responses of participants  demonstrate that corpus-based 

vocabulary learning is helpful in developing proficiency in English among non-native 

speakers in Pakistan.  
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This study indicates that the common and frequent use of words has a significant 

impact on EFL learners’ English proficiency. And this study is consistent with previous 

studies including Bibi, Fatima, and Qureshi (2024) that showed the impact of frequency list 

of vocabulary items on EFL learners. Research by Durrant (2022) highlights that inadequate 

genre awareness, syntactic competence, lexical knowledge, and the underutilization of 

modern technology remain key obstacles to effective academic writing instruction. Therefore, 

previous studies supports corpus-based learning in educational institutions.  

The findings suggest that English teachers can use the Dawn newspaper to improve 

participants’ English writing skills, and the curriculum developers can include this corpus-

based vocabulary in textbooks. Moreover, future studies should include essay writing tasks 

based on the noun frequency list and involve larger samples. Additionally, teachers should 

teach learners during their summer or winter vacations for longer periods to strengthen 

participants’ English language. 

Conclusion: 

This corpus-based vocabulary analysis examines the Dawn newspaper opinion articles 

published from 2013 to 2026. The central focus of this present research is to find out the 

impact of the tagged corpus that was used in the development of the noun frequency list in 

the the Dawn newspaper for the EFL learners. The study also aims to examine the 

participants' understanding of contextualized words in the noun frequency list and to 

determine the contribution of the corpus to academic writing. The findings reveal that the 

corpus of 1,481,863 tokens promotes the contextual understanding of vocabulary used in 

authentic contexts rather than simple memorization through the Keyword in Context in 

(KWIC) feature. The findings suggest that the corpus-informed method is more effective in 

the improvement of vocabulary than those the traditional method of learning vocabulary from 

the Dawn newspaper. The analysis of vocabulary satisfaction and post-tests indicate that  

participants are able to write better than they did before the study. Furthermore, the study 

emphasizes the importance of learning vocabulary and lexical items in context rather than as 

isolated words. It emphasizes the need to implement common and high-frequency vocabulary 

among secondary- level learners in Sahiwal. This study focuses on the tagged corpus-based 

nouns in vocabulary building. Thus, this conclusion points out the necessity of greater 

involvement in corpus-based research and highlights the importance of adjectives, phrasal 

verbs, adverbs, collocations, prepositions, and other grammatical features, particularly for 

beginner EFL learners developing English proficiency. 
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