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Abstract
Orientalists have written about Islam and the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) in a

way that is often illogical. They have consistently attempted to create
controversy around Islam and the teachings of the Prophet (PBUH). Initially,
their approach was to create doubts among Muslims about their faith, but later
they changed their strategy to acknowledge the Prophet (PBUH) as a leader,
commander, and successful politician, but not as a prophet or messenger. Most
of the objections raised are from people of Jewish and Christian backgrounds,
despite these religions being based on revelation. Their views on Islam, the
Prophet (PBUH), and revelation are not acceptable to any enlightened society.
Human creations are not as enduring as Islam, which remains preserved and
relevant today. Despite efforts to erase it, Islam continues to thrive, and the
Quran and Hadith remain intact. Many Orientalists have written about the life
and character of the Prophet (PBUH), but John L. Esposito, in particular, has
expressed a positive view of the Prophet's revelation, life, and character.
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Abd Allah's son, Muhammad ibn Abdullah, was born circa 570 CE. He is said to have lost
his parents at a young age. His mother, Amina, died when he was just six years old, and his

father, a trader, died before he was born. ()
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One of the greatest religious leaders, prophets, and founders, Muhammad's remarkable
personality and character aroused intense devotion and trust. In addition to his prowess as a
military strategist, his unique character traits, which encouraged steadfast devotion even in
the face of adversity and persecution, are responsible for his remarkable success in
collecting supporters and founding a society that eventually came to rule Arabia. He was
seen by his supporters as fair, trustworthy, pious, kind, and honest. He was the "living
Quran," according to some Muslims, a person whose deeds and words revealed God's will.
As a result, in addition to the Quran, the Prophet's teachings became an important source of
Islamic law. Muslims follow Muhammad's example in all facets of life, including

interpersonal interactions, dietary and drink choices, and issues of conflict and love.(s)

)
w

“\ggfﬁu‘;’(égsé'ﬂu;:&;ﬁu\ 1233 G ol dies Eanl all Jssd 350 6 0™
(1)-

ST LL LGt b o § iy S o327 27
Fe w3 sSSP S Q6w A Ta e sz 26k
e SN LR ) e AU St Us el G o i 4
G55 S50 E o SOV G061 e §ER 7 20 7t 1§ G

UR122 Muhammad Igbal Haider et.al. ©)


https://scholarinsightjournal.com/

Scholar Insight Journal HEC PAKISTAN Y Category

https://scholarinsightjournal.com/ ONLINE - ISSN- 3006-9785
Volume.4, Issue.l (Jan-Mar-2026) PRINT - ISSN- 3007-245X
Acceptance Date25-02-2026 Publication Date: 13-03-2026

LS8 T L8 st 57 § for Flo S ationlF 2 1 L
e P e Lol e3P g b g A
Sosesinf
L Lo fodadipd Spefe WL 3 T3 Lo o b 55
o/“i S esll sl &fg,! u_éanﬁtqu.;uy},«; ol /‘-L&Q‘éégﬂgﬁgyk{
S HER T o Gloa bt 26 < o1 S50 i3 F Z o) fw‘éagé;értpt
s JL/u:g’/d/Hj:%’ij =S Ljndﬁtﬁy%f‘a&&:du-@?g/;)dtl@!Li{,ﬁo/”}
Ll cre i § fendurt wlm Z o ZSE S _u’?Jvuftg/ng
b o S UGGt LR U U (Lt D
SE )W P Lt a3 E g1 JE L FalitaFis?
W L Sae G L (LS e o e Bz 2 2"
"-‘L/“/’J‘; JJggf}f}:/‘d}i}ﬁé?u’ﬂuané;*mc‘ bdbIE sy
& - o8 ol & Ky
L-,:AJ" Q! sl Qy;&f/“.},uﬂﬂ)ujﬁ%d”u&l (:1"’_;7.,@9/;!:.2/“
Ny
ALl 23 5t I OB L el LekiaT B sl A5 215 otk (K
(A)_ay Loz
Lol e ol Kntir L L LD F6 pe Ll ad
= ,J/qu.l{.L._g}Lag/uu! g&ly&)jg(dﬁﬁ?f‘é‘éu’l)life’w f&fu,l{
Kbl 2 sl Lol e

Muhammad was employed in Mecca's thriving caravan commerce as a young man.

ultimately on, he worked as a manager or steward for the caravans of Khadija, a wealthy
widow whom he ultimately married. Tradition has it that Khadija was forty years old and

Muhammad was twenty-five. (3)
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Muhammad did not claim to be the creator of a brand-new faith. Instead, he acted as a
reformer, much like previous prophets. He preached that his message was a summons to
return to the one true God and a way of life that many people in his day had abandoned or
strayed from, rather than a message from a new deity. The worship of Allah was perceived
as a resurgence of an earlier tradition—the religion of Abraham, who was thought to be the
first monotheist—rather than as the slow transition from polytheism to monotheism.
Muhammad thought that the majority of Arabs were ignorant of Allah and the teachings
that prophets like Adam, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus had received. Additionally, he
believed that the original revelations provided to Moses and then to Jesus had been
modified by the Jewish and Christian societies. Submission to Allah and obedience to His
will, which were revealed to Muhammad in their final and full form and are regarded as the

ultimate or "seal" of the prophets, thus became crucial to his teaching. (I+)
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Once a leader in the caravan trade, Muhammad became known as the Messenger of God
during the month of Ramadan when he was forty years old. He heard the first of many
revelations from God on what Muslims call the "Night of Power and Excellence." The
message was conveyed via a celestial intermediary who is traditionally recognized as the
angel Gabriel. He was shown the following words:

"Recite from a clot in the name of your Lord, who created—created..." Recite, for your
Lord is the Most Generous, who imparted knowledge to humanity through the written

word. (96:1-5). (1)
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Muhammad made arrangements for some of his followers to relocate to safer areas, such as

the Christian kingdom of Abyssinia, when conditions in Mecca deteriorated. (16)
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When a delegation from Yathrib (later known as Medina), a city roughly 200 miles north of
Mecca, summoned Muhammad to serve as a chief judge or arbitrator in a significant

dispute among its Arab tribes in 620 CE, the situation drastically changed. (12)
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Muhammad saw Arabian Christians and Jews as natural allies in the early days of his

teachings since their religions were so similar to Islam. He anticipated that they would
embrace and endorse his message. Muslims first faced Jerusalem during prayer, just like

Jews, after the Islamic community was founded in Medina. (IA)
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Muhammad accused the Quraysh of breaking the contract in 630 CE, and a force of roughly

S (.

ten thousand Muslims moved in the direction of Mecca. In the end, the Meccans gave up.

Instead of pursuing retribution or plundering, the Prophet agreed to a peaceful resolution
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and offered a general amnesty to his erstwhile adversaries. As a result, a large number of

Meccans converted to Islam, acknowledged Muhammad as their leader, and joined the

Umma.(r)
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He served as Medina's religious and political leader, acting as God's prophet
in addition to being the city's ruler, chief judge, military leader, and legislator,
all of which had a profound impact on Muslim society. The Prophet's deeds
and example thus established the norm for communal life. Muslims kept
meticulous records of his words and deeds. The Prophet's customs provide
direction on issues like personal cleanliness, attire, food, marriage, how to

treat wives, diplomacy, and warfare. (r+)
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Muslims were seen as a cohesive society or brotherhood of believers rather than just as
individuals. They were united by a common religion and committed to implementing God's
plan, which included establishing God's dominion or kingdom on earth, in order to create a
socially equitable society. (Y¢)
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Muslims, like Muhammad at Mecca, had two primary choices when faced with persecution:
migration or military resistance. In order to establish a community of believers under God
and His Prophet, sincere believers were first supposed to abandon a society that they
perceived as lacking in faith. Second, in order to establish God's authority, Muslims were
permitted—even encouraged—to fight against forces of evil and unbelief and, if necessary,

to give their lives. (FA)
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On the location where Muslims believe Muhammad ascended to God and then returned to
earth, the renowned shrine was constructed. One of the central narratives in Islamic

scholarship and popular devotion is that the Prophet was carried by night from the Kaaba in
Mecca to Jerusalem with the help of the angel Gabriel. He then went to the sky and entered

God's presence.(r+)
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Muhammad established a new moral code in which God's will served as the foundation and
ultimate purpose of all deeds rather than tribal or individual goals. A sense of personal
responsibility that had not been prevalent in pre-Islamic Arabian beliefs was introduced by
faith in the Day of Judgment and bodily resurrection. The notion of a fair and
compassionate Creator and Judge took the place of tribal wrath and revenge. A religious
community united by divine law replaced a civilization structured around tribal identity and
customary tribal laws. The reforms also tackled social inequities in Meccan society, such as
outlawing usury and female infanticide, promoting the emancipation of slaves, elevating
women, the impoverished, and other marginalized groups, and formally establishing

charitable organizations. (*+)
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In Western polemics, Muhammad's treatment of Jews and his polygynous marriages in
particular have frequently been criticized.

Muhammad saw Arabian Christians and Jews as natural friends in his early lectures
because Islam and their faiths were very similar. He anticipated their approval and
assistance. Like the Jews, Muslims first faced Jerusalem in prayer when the Muslim
community was founded in Medina.

Nonetheless, certain Jewish organizations disapproved of Muhammad's message and
prophetic status and were perceived as supporting his Meccan adversaries. The Medina
Constitution allowed for religious autonomy in internal affairs, but it also demanded mutual
commitment and political allegiance. However, other reports claim that certain Jewish
tribes consistently break agreements, as evidenced by the statement: "Why is it that
whenever they establish pacts, a group among them sets it aside unilaterally?” (¥V)
(2:100)”.
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There are a few things to consider when thinking about Muhammad's polygynous
marriages. First, polygyny was accepted in Arab civilization in particular and in Semitic
culture in general. In Arabia, it was a common practice, particularly among leaders and
nobility. It was permitted in biblical and even post-biblical Judaism, though it was less
widespread. From Abraham, David, and Solomon to the Reformation era, several Jewish
leaders engaged in this practice. Interestingly, Muhammad was only married to Khadija
during his prime. (Y1)
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The Prophet denounced usury, deceptive contracts, and the mistreatment and exploitation of
widows and orphans. He emphasized that the wealthy have responsibilities to those who are
disadvantaged and deprived, upholding the rights of the underprivileged and oppressed. The
taxing of riches and agricultural land, as well as religious alms, institutionalized this feeling
of communal obligation. (Y&)
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Muslims created a community whose primary identity and cohesion were founded on a
common religious commitment and faith rather than ethnic ties.(7+)
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