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Abstract :

Every aspect of human life is governed by a set of principles and laws,
and for Muslims, these guiding principles are meticulously compiled in the
books of jurisprudence, known as "Figh." Among the many significant texts in
Islamic jurisprudence, Kitab al-Umm stands out as one of the most pivotal
works, particularly for the Shafi'i school of thought. Compiled by Imam Shafi'i
(may Allah have mercy on him) towards the end of the second century of
Islam, Kitab al-Umm serves as the foundational text for Shafi'i Figh, laying
down the core principles and legal rulings that guide the lives of its followers.
The book provides a comprehensive and systematic approach to Islamic
jurisprudence, incorporating various sources such as the Quran, Hadith, Ijma’
(consensus), and Qiyas (analogy).

In the centuries following its compilation, Kitab al-Umm was subjected
to rigorous scholarly work, including detailed commentaries, analyses, and
refinements by Islamic scholars. These efforts were primarily conducted in
Arabic, and they significantly enriched the text's understanding and
application within the Shafi'i school. Despite its importance, the complexity of
the text, coupled with its linguistic and historical context, may pose challenges
for many readers, especially those who are not fluent in Arabic or familiar
with Islamic jurisprudential terminologies. This work aims to introduce Kitab
al-Umm in the Urdu language, offering an accessible explanation of its
methodology, style, and key principles. The purpose is to make this
monumental work accessible to a broader audience, particularly those who
have not yet benefitted from it. By studying this text, readers can derive
valuable guidance in applying Islamic principles to their lives, grounded in the
rich jurisprudential tradition of Imam Shafi'i.

Keywords: Figh Shafi'i, Introduction to Kitab Ul-Umm, Study of
Imam Shafi'i's Methodology, Foundational Text.
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